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I. Introduction 

A public structure from the antebellum or pre-civil war era is the Montgomery Hill Baptist 
Church, (fig. 1) located in North Baldwin County in Tensaw, Alabama. The church, completed 
in 1854 1 , is significant because it became the center of a small community and is the oldest 
surviving church in the county 2 and was built in strict accordance with a well written contract 
including building specifications established by church members. 3 A history of the Montgomery 
Hill Baptist Church followed by a description of the building and then a more extensive analysis 
of the exterior and the interior of the church will show the church was built in 1854 from national 
building handbooks and constructed by local labor in the Greek Revival style. 

II. Area and Church History 

The name of the building or its ownership has not changed since the church was conceived of 
in the summer of 1853. Church members named their Montgomery Hill church, after what was 
then the name of the village, where it was to eventually be built. The Massacre at Fort Mims 
occurred in 1813. Fort Mims was overtaken and burned by Creek Indians, led by William 
Weatherford, or Red Eagle. 4 The Montgomery Hill Fort a new fort built southeast of Fort Mims 
ruins, was built and commanded by Thomas Benton in 1814. 5 In 1840, Mrs. Joseph Booth and 
Mrs. Martha Bryant, the only Baptists in the Montgomery Hill community, invited Reverend J.H. 


1 Copy of original Montgomery Hill Baptist Church Construction Contract and building specifications 1854, see 
appendices. 

2 North Baldwin Chamber of Commerce Visit Historic North Baldwin Alabama (Bay Minette: Lavender Agency 
2000. 

3 Building Contract. 

4 The Heritage of Baldwin County Alabama (Clanton, AL: Heritage Publishing Consultants, 2001), 10. 

5 Heritage of Baldwin County. 10. 
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Schrobel to preach for them. 6 Schrobel, a resident of Claiborne, Alabama had preached in the 
area since 1828 and in 1840 he organized the Montgomery Hill Baptist Church. 7 With 
membership in the church growing, a building co mm ittee was formed to draw up plans for a 
church on four acres donated by Dr. T.W. Belt “on the summit of a hill.” 8 The church building 
committee was composed of Belt, Thomas Atkinson, Thomas G. Holmes, and Edward 
Steadham. 9 On July 25, 1853 an agreement was drawn up and signed by committee members 
and Builder John Blake, who was to complete the church by June, 1854 at a cost of $1450. On 
September 11, 1854, Blake and members of the building committee signed the contract 
signifying the building was constructed in compliance with the specification, and Blake was paid 
the balance or $1050. 10 When the church was completed in 1854 the area was still known as 
Montgomery Hill, but by 1890 the US Census identified the village as Tensaw, listing 650 
people. 11 


III. Description of Church plan and site 

The church, still in its original location, is set back several hundred feet from the road and is 
dotted with several long leaf pines trees. Behind the church on the four-acre site 12 is a cast and 
wrought iron gated cemetery (fig. 2). The church is also flanked by two small buildings, one for 
storage and the other for meetings. The surrounding property is heavily wooded and no other 
residences or co mm ercial buildings are within sight of the church. 


6 Sangster, Dess L., Montgomery Hill Baptist Church . Baldwin County Historical and Genealogical Quarterly 
(Volume 1 Number 1 Winter 1998), 16. 

7 Gwin, Nina, History of Montgomery Hill Baptist Church . 1. 

8 Building specifications, 1. 

9 Building contract, 2. 

10 Building contract, 1-2. 

11 Heritage of Baldwin County . 16. 

12 Building specifications, 1. 
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The white single story symmetrical rectangular 
church rests on a raised red brick foundation. The 
three bayed gable facade has four pilasters, (fig. 3) 
two at the comers and one on either side of the double 
door entryway. A pediment, or the triangle formed by 

the roof, (fig. 3) rests on a full entablature, which is 

Fig 2 Montgomery Hill Church, Tensaw, view rted b four pilasters , (fig. 3 ) two at the comers 

from the cemetery. J v ° 7 

and two on either side of the double door entryway. 

Above the doorway, which is flanked by two green 

shuttered windows, is a modest keystone architrave (fig. 

3) supported by smaller less decorative piers. 

The entire building is sheathed in clapboard and both 

sides have four green shuttered windows with each bay 

„ „ , .. . . . . divided by pilasters which support the wrap around 

Fig. 3. Looking south at the three bay facade. 

entablature, 13 which consists of an architrave, frieze and comice. The gable sided rear of the 
building, which faces south, has a return 14 entablature and two symmetrically located green 
shuttered windows. Inside, the narthex/nave floor plan is divided by a set of double doors 
leading to the sanctuary. The narthex 15 or foyer (fig. 4) consists of two L-shaped comer 
stairways with landings leading to the second floor “negro gallery” 16 which was the balcony of 



13 Burke, Arthur E., Dalzell, J. Ralph, and Townsend, Gilbert, Architectural and Building Trades Dictionary 
(Chicago: American Technical Society 1955), 122. 

14 Burke, Dalzell and Townsend, 256. 

15 Burke, Dalzell and Townsend, 214. 

16 Building specifications, 2. 
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the church where the slaves sat during worship services. The plan from Benjamin Asher’s book 
The Country Builders Assistant 1 shows a similar narthex (fig. 5) but with a projecting facade. 



Fig. 4. The narthex with stairs 
to slave gallery. 



Figure 5 Asher Benjamin, The 
Country Builder’s Assistant. 

Plate 27. 



Figure 6. Sanctuary. 


The dark stained pews and furniture in the main sanctuary (fig. 6) are contrasted nicely with the 
white tongue and groove walls, which have stained wood wainscoting up to the bottom of the 
four nine over nine pane side windows on each side (not pictured) with two over two pane 
windows behind the pulpit. 


17 Benjamin, Asher The Country Builder’s Assistant (New York: DeCapo Press republication, 1972), Plate 27. 
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IV. Structural Analysis and Greek Revival Comparison 

A more detailed analysis of the building’s interior and exterior reveal that the 52 by 

31 foot wood post and beam constructed church is made from long leaf or heart pine 

and is constructed in the Greek revival style. Elements of the 

Greek revival style are evident on the exterior of the building. 

There are four pilasters adorning the front, five on each side of 

the building, and two on the rear (fig. 7). The pilaster’s main part 

is the shaft and its base is 18 inches wide and tapers to 15 inches 

wide at the top, which is the capital (fig. 7). The comer pilasters, 

(fig. 7) which support a low pitched pedimented roof, although 

expressed in a flat board style also give the building a temple-like 
Fig. 7. Corner pillaster details. 

massing. The full entablature, (fig. 8) consisting of architrave, 
frieze and comice is of Greek temple construction influence, but 
in wood offers a pared down simplicity of the Greek Revival 
aesthetic, which became the spiritual successor of Ancient 
Greece in America 18 . The fagade’s raking comice (fig. 8) is 
contrasted by the smooth tongue and groove pediment gable, 
also called a tympanum 19 20 . Handbooks by Menard Lefever 


18 Poppeliers, John C., Chambers Jr., S Allen, What Style Is It: A Guide to American Architecture . (Hoboken New 
Jersey John Wiley and Sons inc., 2003). 

19 Burke, Dalzell and Townsend. 

20 Contract page 2. 
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and Asher Benjamin gave carpenters the tools to build Greek Revival structures. 21 
An example of using flat mill sawn board lumber by builders for columns and pilasters was 
popularized by Menard Lefever’s 1833 handbook, The Modern Builders Guide . 22 Blake 
however, uses flat mill sawn board lumber to create a temple like effect based on Asher 
Benjamin’s 1839 book 23 . The Builder Guide . The pilasters, tympanum, entablature and raking 
cornice on the facade of the Montgomery Hill Baptist Church (fig. 8) can be compared with plate 
LIX (fig. 9) of Asher Benjamin’s 1839 book. 24 The front door and its four panel design can be 
seen as early as 1797 in Asher Benjamin’s book, The Country Builder Assistant 5 (fig. 10), 
which has the same dimensions for the door as the Montgomery Hill Baptist Church. The double 
doors are six feet wide by 9 feet high and each door has four panels. 26 


£f>t /n 


Fig. 10. Asher Benjamin, 1797 
book, Plate 12, compare with 
Montgomery Hill door. 


21 Roth, Leland M., American Architecture: A History . (Boulder Colorado, Westview Press, 2001), 161. 

22 Roth, p. 162. 

23 Benjamin Asher The Builder’s Guide (Boston, MA., Perkins & Marvin, 1839). 

24 Benjamin, Asher The Builder’s Guide , Plate LIX. 

25 Asher Benjamin The Country Builder’s Assistant Plate 12. 

26 Building contract. 






Fig. 9. Asher Benjamin, Plate LIX from 1839 
book, pilasters, smooth tympanum and raking 
cornice can be compared to Montgomery Hill 
church. 
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A closer look at the post and girt construction, an example of the roof truss of the church (fig. 11 
and 12) can be found in Asher Benjamin’s 1839 handbook The Country Builder Assistant . 27 



Figures 11 and 12 show the similarities between Plate 29 from Asher Benjamin’s 

1797 book (left) and the actual roof truss structure with mortise and tenon joinery in the attic of the 

Montgomery Hill Baptist Church. 


A similar truss was also published later in Edward Shaw’s, 1834 handbook. A Civil 
Architecture 28 . Mortise and tenon joinery (fig. 12) is used to secure the kings post with the 
rafters. Wood joining was done when one member is cut with a rectangular square, which is the 
mortise, to receive the other member cut with a similarly shaped tongue known as the tenon. 29 

Ceiling joists measure 2 by 6 and the roof 
was anchored by four rafters. 30 The 
shouldered architrave above the door (Fig. 
13) is also a hallmark of the Greek 

Figure 13 Shouldered Arcchetrave doorways can be 
found on many Greek Revival homes. 



27 Benjamin, Asher, Plate 29. 

28 Shaw, Edward, A Civil Architecture third edition, (Boston Marsh Capen and Lyon 1834 reprint) Plate 95, fig 1. 

29 Burke, Dalzell and Townsend p. 211. 

30 Building Specifications. 
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revival, 31 though the builder, John Blake distinguishes the outside pediment with a keystone (Fig. 
13). The narthex runs across the front of the building and includes the stairways to the slave 
gallery. The second floor slave gallery is approximately 13 feet wide with tongue and groove 
wood flooring. Through the second set of doors is the main worship area with seating for more 
than 100 on 16 inch seats and approximately 20 inch backs of solid pine (fig. 6). There is 
wainscoting up to the window sills, which is capped and the rest of the walls are 1 by six tongue 
and groove for a relatively smooth surface (fig. 6). The floor of the pulpit is raised slightly and 
the speakers’ stand was also completed by Blake. 32 The building still has its original brass 
chandelier hanging from the middle of the sanctuary and most of its original brass wall lanterns, 
both of which have been converted to electricity. 33 

V. Prior Church Renovations 


original 17 brick piers 
that supported the 
building (fig. 7) were 
removed and a brick 
foundation was built. 



Over the last 152 years, the building has only had extensive repairs twice. The first took place 
in the 1950’s when the windows were replaced and the second renovation was completed in 
1974. During the 
1974 renovation the 


A photograph taken in 


Fig. 14. Mayne Belt photograph of Montgomery Hill Baptist Church, 1905 shows the 
picket fencing between the brick piers. 


31 Gamble, Robert, Historic Architecture in Alabama: A Primer of Styles and Types 1810-1930 (Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1990) Page 70. 

32 Building contract. 

33 Mcguire, Martin L., Baldwin County Alabama Historical Church Documentary , DVD, interview, 2004-5. 
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1905 (fig. 14) shows that picket fencing was used between the piers to keep the livestock out. 
Shutters were added to the side windows, but the two on the front are original to the building. A 
new asphalt shingle roof was put down over new plywood decking in 1974, replacing the 18 inch 
long cypress shingles. The wooden front stairway was replaced by a brick staircase. 34 

VI. National, Regional and Local Greek Revival Style Comparison 

The above analysis demonstrates that the building was constructed in the Greek revival style 
and more specifically a country adaptation of the aesthetic. However it is imperative to compare 
the church and its style with buildings at the national, regional and even the local level. At the 
national level architects like William Strickland and Robert Mills would bring traditional Greek 
Temple-like structures into American Architecture. 35 It was during the Jacksonian 36 period in 
America that these new structures were built under the premise of a new democracy and the 
ability of the common man to prosper. 37 Although the materials are different and scales are 
massive, these early Greek Revival structures can be compared to Montgomery Hill Baptist 
Church by looking at specifically similar details. For instance Mills in his Treasury Building 
uses pilasters on the comers and the sides. Another example is Strickland’s Second National 
Bank of the United States and his use of raking cornices and a smooth tympanum over a portico. 
These Greek Revival buildings have a distinctive, heavy wraparound entablature, much like the 
Montgomery Hill Baptist Church. 38 

Similar details also exist regionally including the Alabama State Capital in Montgomery, 
which has engaged and comer pilasters on the front supporting a heavy though simple 


34 Mcguire, DVD interview. 

35 Roth p. 153. 

36 Gamble p. 57. 

37 Lane, Mills Architecture of the Old South. Savannah. (Georgia: Beehive Press, 1996), 116. 

38 Gould, Elizabeth Barrett, From Port to Port , (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1988), 66. 
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entablature. It is important to note similarities with other religious buildings built in the Greek 
Revival style. A regional example of the Greek revival style is the Government Street 
Presbyterian Church in Mobile by Architect Charles Dakin. 39 Like Mills and other Greek Revival 
architects, Dakin used repetitive pilasters and long rectangular windows along the side elevations 
(fig. 15) to create a temple-like massing around the building. 40 By comparison the Montgomery 
Hill Baptist Church is symmetrically balanced by repetitive pilasters and long and narrow 
rectangular windows along the sides, (fig. 16) using lumber instead of brick for temple massing. 




Figures 15 and 16. Robert Mills, Drawing of the Side elevation plan by Charles Dakin for the Government 
Street Prysbetrian Church, Elizabeth Gould. To the right is the side profile of the Montgomery Hill Baptist 
Church. Both religious buildings, using separate materials create a temple-like massing, which is indicative of 
the Greek Revival style. 


Fig. 17.The Old Daphne United Methodist 
Church was built in 1858, John Cherkofsky. 


39 Gould, p.66-67. 

40 Gould, p. 66-67. 
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The Old Daphne Methodist Church (fig. 17) was built four years after Montgomery Hill in 
1858 41 and is also an excellent example of a local interpretation of the Greek revival style. The 
Old Daphne Church has the traditional raking cornice, large rectangular windows and heavy 
entablature similar to Montgomery Hill and other national examples. It is the heavy entablature, 
the raking cornice and the comer pilasters that best illustrate the Greek Revival style. 42 As 
smaller communities prospered the country Greek Revival aesthetic thrived and these churches 
became small monuments of simple taste. 43 

VII. Conclusion 

In examining the structure and history while comparing styles found in local, national and 
regional buildings of the Greek revival style, it is clear that the details show the Montgomery 
Hill Baptist Church was built in the country Greek Revival Style and the builder was likely 
influenced by the handbook of Asher Benjamin. By illustrating several examples from Benjamin 
Asher’s handbooks the Greek Revival influence is evident in the building. Based on the post and 
beam and mortise and tenon construction along with the original contract it is evident the 
building was completed in 1854, making it the oldest documented religious building in Baldwin 
County. Finally, through the comparison of the details with other regional and local examples 
the church was completed in the country aesthetic of the Greek Revival style. 
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41 Scott, Florence and Richard, Daphne: A History of Its People . (Bay Minette: Lavender Press, 2003), p. 203. 

42 Lane, 116. 

43 Gould 66. 
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The Historical and Architectural Significance of the Bayside 
Academy Administration Building 
Built: 1838 

Architect/Builder: Unknown 
Historical Name: Howard Hotel 
303 Dryer Avenue 
Daphne, AL 36526 



Figure 1. Bayside Academy Administration Building, Looking east. Photograph by Alan Samry 


Gulf Coast Architecture 
ARH 492 
April 12, 2007 
Alan Samry 
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Fig. 2. Bayside Academy Administration Building Looking northeast. 

I. Introduction 

The Howard Hotel, built in 1838 and now the Bayside Academy Administration Building 
(fig. 2), is among the oldest structures in Daphne. 44 The hotel and property, which is on Mobile 
Bay, at one time or another during it’s 169 years of documented history, served as Baldwin 
County’s center for commerce, education, law, tourism, religion, and social gatherings. 45 It 
continues to fill the educational needs of Eastern Shore students as Bayside Academy, a private 
coeducational college preparatory school for grades K-12. 

The research will provide a history of the building and its ownership, a description of the 
current structure and its surroundings, a descriptive analysis of the building, and how this site on 
Mobile Bay became the civic and social center, or community hearth of what would become the 

44 Emily Staples Hearin, “Bayside: A Jewel in an Antique Setting,” Mobile Register . 2 Nov. 1989 9-D 

45 Florence Dolive Scott and Richard Joseph Scott, Daphne: A History of its People and Their Pursuits as some saw 
it and others remember it (Bay Minette: Lavender Press, 1965) 19-22, 95-100. 
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town of Daphne. Research, a detailed analysis and comparison with other buildings, proves that 
the hotel was built in 1835. A thorough stylistic comparison of the building and its architecture 
reveals the hotel was constructed using national handbooks and has Greek Revival influences as 
well as Federal Period characteristics. Additionally, the building is an amalgamation, or uniting 
of folk or vernacular housing traditions, ranging from the French Creole Cottage, the French 
Colonial Plantation homes of Louisiana, and the British or Anglo Tidewater structures of North 
Carolina. Today, Bayside draws influence from the above styles but can best be described as a 
Gulf Coast cottage, which is unique to Alabama, western Florida and Mississippi. 

Though the building was altered to one and a half stories in the 1940s, 46 the structure is a 
modem example of the Gulf Coast cottage with the horizontal lines of a Plantation house. 

Despite the 20 th century renovations, the Bayside Academy building is a prime candidate for 
being recognized locally by the Baldwin County Historic Development Commission as a historic 
landmark for its age as well as its place in Daphne history. Since the alterations were completed 
more than 50 years ago, the building and its historical significance also make it a strong 
candidate for nomination to the National List of Historic Places. 

II. History 

After a brief visit to the Eastern Shore, Connecticut bom sea 
captain William Howard, (fig. 3) who sailed between the United 
States and England, enjoyed the area so much he vowed to return. 

Captain Howard purchased 123 acres of land in 1833 in an area 

listed on an old abstract title as the “Village of Belle Rose” from James Dinsmore for $700.00. 


46 Adele Stafford, “Old Howard Hotel Spans History of Baldwin Count,” Fairhope Courier , 7 Mar. 1974, Section C- 
1, from the CD collection of the Baldwin County Department of Archives and History. 

47 Florence Scott and Richard Scott, 21. 



Fig. 3. Captain William 
Howard, Illustration 27 in 
Daphne by Richard Scott. 
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Construction on the two story hotel (fig. 4) with encircling galleries on both floors and a long 
wharf were completed in 1838. 48 

Howard and his wife Elizabeth, who was an important partner in running the hotel, were 
affectionately known as “Uncle Billy and Aunt Betty.” 49 With its natural spring running down 
the property, the hotel attracted visitors from Mobile and points north and west who wished to 
rejuvenate and enjoy the bay breezes. 50 Included among the hotel’s many visitors was Millard 
Fillmore, the 13 th President of the United States. 51 The spring was an integral part of establishing 
Daphne as a community as it provided its owner with an income by ferrying fresh water out to 
ships. 52 



Fig. 4. The Howard Hotel C. 1838. Illustration 
IV in Daphne by Richard Scott. 

Captain Howard was also instrumental in the founding of the local church. The land on which 
the Old Methodist Church, circa 1858, and cemetery are located was donated by Captain 
Howard 53 and is the second oldest church in Baldwin County. 54 


48 Scott, 19. 

49 Scott, 20. 

50 Scott, 20. 

51 Alfred Guarisco, “The History of Daphne,” The Jubilee Breeze . June-Dee. 2006, 10. 

52 Joan White Crowder, Tell It to an Old Hollow Log: Growing up in Daphne. Alabama (Bay Minette: Lavender 
Publishing 2000) 20-21. 

53 Howard Hotel property deed map. 

54 Alan Samry, “Montgomery Hill Baptist Church,” 2006: 13, University of South Alabama research paper for ARH 
346 on file at the Baldwin County Department of Archives and History. 
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Although the Howard’s were Union supporters during the Civil War, a grape shot (fig. 5) 
punctured the front wall and roof after the battle of Mobile Bay when the Union fleet, under the 
command of Admiral David G. Farragut began shelling the eastern shoreline to secure positions 
in order to offload soldiers and supplies. 55 Three rounds hit the hotel; one hit the cupola, a 
second hit an upstairs column and the third took off the top of the newel post of the stairway. 56 



Fig. 5. A civil war era grapeshot. Property of Bayside Academy. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Howard is credited with naming the town Daphne. According to Greek 
mythology, Daphne was a nymph who did not return Apollo’s love. When she could no longer 
run from him she was turned into a Laurel tree. Mrs. Howard derived the name from the areas 
abundant Laurel trees. 57 The first post office was established on Howard property and he became 
Daphne’s first postmaster in 1874. The name, according to National Archive records was 
adopted April 9, 1874, 58 but the area was not incorporated as a city until 1927. 59 

In 1868 the county seat moved from Blakely to Daphne. Court records were stored in a 
building on the grounds and the first court sessions were held under an oak tree in front of the 
hotel with the jurors sitting in a “box” in one of the lower limbs. 60 After a second marriage to 

55 Guarisco, 24. 

56 Scott, 20. 

57 Crowder, 21. 

58 Scott, 21. 

59 Gaurisco, 25. 

60 Hearin, 9-D. 
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Frances Alabama McDowell at the age of 73, Captain Howard died in October 1887 at the age of 
98, and is buried at the Old Methodist Church cemetery beside his first wife. 

In 1894, William Dryer of Cleveland bought the property and later changed the name to the 
Daphne Springs Hotel and then the Dryer Hotel. When Dryer acquired the property it included 
four separate houses in addition to the hotel. The Long Branch, a two story structure with ten 
rooms per floor, the Homestead where the Dryers lived, the four room California, and The 
Texas, (fig. 6) which is the only building that survives and was located behind the main hotel. 
The two story, four rooms per floor Texas, was moved across the street in 1907. 61 


Fig. 6. The Texas House was built 
in 1835 as part of the Howard 
Property. 

The Howard’s tradition of hosting parties and dances continued with the Dryers. One 
particularly memorable party in 1895 was “The Voodoo’s Dance” given by the Voodoo Society 
Club, which attracted the county’s elite. 62 Among the well known and frequent guests at the 
Dryer Hotel was Chicago department store magnate Marshall Field. Dryer, who also served as 
postmaster, allowed a room in the hotel to be used as a school room to teach lessons to his 
daughters Genevieve and Amelia, as well as other young children in the area. 63 The hotel 
remained in the Dryer family until 1942. 64 



61 Scott, 96-99. 

62 Scott, 98 

63 Scott, 96-99. 

64 Scott, 100. 
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The Morrills, a Mobile Family, owned the property for a short time in the 1940s and made it 
their primary residence. It was during this time that the former hotel underwent significant 
structural changes, which will be addressed in a later section. In 1948 the property was 
purchased by the Catholic Brothers of the Sacred Heart 65 as the first southern juniorate, a high 
school for teaching boys to become teaching brothers. 

In September 1970, the 20 acre property became the home of Bayside Academy and the 
former Dryer Hotel continues its educational service as the administration building for the 
private school. 


III. Building Plan and Environment 

Today, Bayside Academy is a raised wood, clapboard sided, asymmetrical L shaped one and a 
half story cottage, (fig. 1) The cottage rests on brick piers with brick lattice infill with a full 
length eleven foot deep front gallery and an asphalt double pitched gable on hip roof. The large 
nine bayed galleried facade with balustrades has ten boxed columns or pilasters, which support a 
full, but simplified entablature. The wide centered stairway leads up to the double frontispiece 
door with transom and sidelights. The central hall plan is unbalanced due to the location of the 
doors and windows, which have six lights per sash with shutters, of the enclosed side galleries. 
The left facade features three windows and a door with sidelights provides entrance to the 
enclosed gallery while the right facade has two windows, then a door and window within the 
enclosed south gallery. The south side (fig. 2) has five windows on the first floor with three 
windows framed by pilasters. The main gable has a tripart window and a metal attic vent below 
the roof peak and the smaller rear gable has a metal vent. The rear of the building (fig. 7) 


65 Stafford, C-l 
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includes a two room single story ell off the north side with hip roof and galleries on the south 
and east sides. 



Fig. 7. Rear elevation of Bayside. 


Fig. 8. North elevation. 

The north side of the home (fig. 8) is distinctive due to the three large multi paned windows 
between each pilaster. The tripart window in the large gable and vent and smaller gable are 
consistent with the south side of the building. 

The administration building is the centerpiece of the school campus and retains its sweeping 
view of Mobile Bay from the gallery. The property is bordered by County Road to the east, 
Dryer Avenue to the south, Belrose Avenue to the north and Mobile Bay to the west. The wood 
clapboard sided building is raised on brick piers, which are of varying height as they were built 
according to the topography of the lot, which slopes toward the bay from the southeast comer to 
the northwest comer. The building is flanked by the media center/library to the south, a three 
story classroom building to the north and one story classroom buildings to the rear or east of the 
administrative building. The surrounding area, known as Old Daphne, is mostly residential with 
a commercial main street several blocks to the east and several historical homes are within close 
proximity. 
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IV. Stylistic Analysis and Comparisons 

Bayside combines elements from popular handbooks that show Federal elements and 
construction and also borrows from the immensely popular Greek Revival style of the time. 
Several handbooks by Menard Lefever and Asher Benjamin gave carpenters the tools to build 
Greek Revival and Adams influenced structures. 66 An example of using flat mill sawn board 
lumber by builders for columns and pilasters was popularized by Menard Lefever’s 1833 
handbook, The Modern Builders Guide . 61 Local builders however, use flat mill sawn board 
lumber to create a temple like effect based on Asher Benjamin’s 1839 book 6 ' s , The Builder's 
Guide . 

The Federal influence is evident in the double hung sash windows with six panes per sash 69 
and the frontispiece, with transom and side light windows with framing pilasters. The Federal 
aesthetics can be traced to Asher Benjamin’s 1830 book. 70 Figures 9A and 9 B show the front 
door and side window of the Bayside building and are comparable to Benjamin’s 1830 
frontispiece and double hung window shown in Figures 10 A and 10 B respectively. Both 
examples demonstrate that the Bayside building was built with the aid of pattern books. 


66 Leland M. Roth, American Architecture: A History . (Boulder, Colorado, Westview Press, 2001), 161. 

67 Roth, p. 162. 

68 Asher Benjamin, The Builder’s Guide (Boston, MA., Perkins & Marvin, 1839). 

69 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005), 152. 

70 Asher Benjamin, The Architect, Or Practical House Carpenter (1830) (New York: Dover Publications, 1988), 
Plates XXVIII and XXXI. 
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Fig. 9 A. Bayside Frontispiece 

Fig. 9 B. Plate XXXI of Asher Benjamin’s 

1830 book 




Fig. 10 A. Bayside Window 

Fig. 10 B. Plate XXVIII of Asher Benjamin’s 1830 book. 


The Greek Revival influences on the exterior of the home include the shouldered 
architrave (fig. 9A), wide trim beneath the cornice, 71 white clapboard with dark green shutters, 
and the full width porch supported by square columns with capitals, (fig. 2) 

Inside, the central stair/hall (fig. 11) extends the full length of the building, which initially had 
four large rooms and is commonly referred to as the Georgian plan. The four rooms now have 
secondary doors that lead to the end rooms on both sides of the enclosed end galleries and the 
rooms, including Headmaster Johnson’s office extend the full depth of the house. 


71 McAlester, 181. 
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The interior door (fig. 12) and its four panel design can be seen as early as 1797 in Asher 
Benjamin’s book, The Country Builder’s Assistant 72 (fig. 13), which has similar dimensions for 
the door as the Bayside 

Academy door. In addition to the original interior door, the building’s heart of pine or Long 


Leaf Pine tongue and groove floors are original, as is much of the glass in the first floor windows 


and the cypress wood trim around the hall doors. 73 



Fig. 12. Interior door 
of Bayside. 



Fig.13. Plate 12, Asher 
Benjamin’s 1797 book. 


An excellent construction comparison, which also aids in the dating of the Bayside building, 
is the Alumni House, known historically as the Toulmin House, circa 1828, and located on the 
campus of the University of South Alabama in Mobile. Although modem structural 
reinforcements have been made to the buildings, the joists in the sub floor of both buildings were 
interlocked without nails, by being notched to rest above the summer beam or cross members as 
shown in the Toulmin house (fig. 14) and the Bayside building (fig. 15), 74 and the Bayside detail. 


72 Asher Benjamin The Country Builder’s Assistant (New York: De Capo Press, 1797) Plate 12 

73 Hearin. 


74 Toulmin House Architectural analysis located at Alumni Hall. 
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(fig. 16) The peg construction found at Bayside (fig. 17) is very similar to a peg photographed in 
the structural analysis of the Toulmin house prior to its relocation. 75 





Fig. 16. Detail of Bayside overlapping floor Fig. 17. Detail of Bayside 

Joists. wooden peg. 

It is imperative to compare its style at the local level to reflect the Jacksonian 76 period in 
America that these new structures were built under the premise of a new democracy and the 
ability of the common man to prosper. 77 

A regional example of the Greek revival style is the Government Street Presbyterian Church 
in Mobile by Architect Charles Dakin. 78 Like Robert Mills and other Greek Revival architects, 


75 Toulmin House analysis. 

76 Robert Gamble, Historic Architecture in Alabama: A Primer of Styles and Types 1810-1930 (Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1990), 57. 

77 Mills Lane, Architecture of the Old South, Savannah, (Georgia: Beehive Press, 1996), 116. 

78 Gould, .66-67. 
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Dakin used repetitive pilasters and rectangular windows along the side elevations (fig. 18A) to 


the Creek treasury 



ad. Drawing of the side temnt*> Knvc Th*> BnVir 



Fig. 18A. Drawing of the Side elevation plan, P. Roberts for Charles Dakin’s Government Street Presbyterian 
Church, Elizabeth Gould. 

Fig. 18B. The south side profile of Bayside Academy. Both building using separate materials create a temple¬ 
like massing, which is indicative of the Greek Revival style. 


create a temple-like massing around the building. 79 By comparison, Bayside Academy is 
symmetrically balanced by repetitive pilasters and rectangular windows along the sides, (fig. 
18B) using lumber and not brick or stone for massing. 



Fig. 19. Daphne Springs Hotel, pictured 1905, 
Unknown, Photograph courtesy of Bayside Academy. 


79 Gould, 66-67. 
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Fig. 20. Daphne Springs Hotel, undated sketch in 
Daphne by Richard Scott. 

V. Renovations 

Only two major renovations of the building have been documented. However, there are 
inconsistencies in the sketches drawn by Richard Scott when compared to a photograph of the 
building taken in 1905 (fig. 19) that suggests additional building modifications. The main hotel 
was renovated and the wharf was relocated by the Dryers. 80 It is obvious that the cupola was the 
focal point in the 1905 photograph when the Dryer family owned the hotel, but it is not pictured 
in the hotel sketch (fig. 20), which shows a different roofline. A cupola on the building was 
struck by cannon fire during the civil war and the building in the early 20 th century also had a 
cupola, which is shown in the photograph. Since there are no footnotes or bibliography contained 
in the book, it is difficult to determine what sources were used for the sketches. Also because of 
the abundance of drawings and paintings of the building it not known how much artistic license 
was taken for the sketches by the artist. Perhaps the sketches were reversed and the later sketch is 
an antebellum view of the Howard Hotel, or maybe the cupola was removed during renovations 
between the civil war and the 20 th century. Further research to determine when improvements 
were made was inconclusive. 


80 Hearin. 
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The Morrill’s significantly altered the house in the 1940s. Specifically, the number of floors 
was reduced from two to one and a half, at which point the roofline was changed, dormers were 
added, and the side galleries were enclosed. The building was renovated for use as a private 
residence for the Morrills. 81 

When the Brothers of the Sacred Heart occupied the building, beginning in 1948, the chapel 
was located in what is now the headmasters office and the floor of what was then the alter is still 
higher than the rest of the rooms on the first floor. The Brothers used the second floor as a 
dormitory. 82 In 1970, the property was sold to Bayside Academy 83 and school officials have 
made very few changes to the first floor, but numerous offices are now located upstairs. 

VI. French Creole, Plantation, Tidewater, and Gulf Coast Comparisons 

Folk and vernacular traditions can be categorized according to basic plans and forms that 
represent a particular ethnicity. Bayside Academy is a prime example of an amalgamation of 
French Colonial and Creole housing traditions that synthesized with Anglo American plans from 
Tidewater area of North Carolina. As settlers moved west, East coast housing plans adapted due 
to new climates, weather, and through meeting different ethnicities or cultures. These cultures 
and their respective housing traditions combined to form the Gulf Coast Cottage, which is only 
found in Mississippi, west Florida and south Alabama.. The Bayside Academy building, in a true 
architectural amalgamation, provides us elements from French, Spanish and Anglo housing 
traditions. Many of these plans have overlapping features and can be compared to Bayside. 


81 Stafford 

82 Hearin 

83 Stafford 
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The French Creole cottage was derived from earlier French influence, 84 but can be traced to 
the West Indies island of Haiti. 85 Specifically, the gallery was introduced to Colonial Louisiana 
from the French and Spanish Caribbean connection. 86 Elements of the Creole or Caribbean 
housing found in Bayside can be compared to Helvetia, (fig. 21) and are evident in the raised 
floor plan to provide relief from the hot climate. The multiple front doors provide ventilation and 
direct access to rooms from the full front integral gallery, which also has exposed ceiling 



Fig. 21. Helvetia, Ascension Parish, LA, 1820. 87 
beams. 88 

There is also evidence of the rural French Colonial tradition in the Bayside building. 
Compared locally to the Alumni Hall, (fig. 22) which is Mobile’s best example of a French 
plantation house, both building have a gable on hip roof, central hall plan, are raised on brick 
piers, and have enclosed side galleries that now serve as entrances. 89 The dormers of Bayside can 
be seen on 18 th century Louisiana plantation homes, including Destrehan and Homeplace. 


84 City of Mobile, Nineteenth Century Mobile Architecture . (Mobile, AL: Mobile Planning Commission 1974,), i. 

oc 

Philippe Oszuscik, “Comparisons between Rural and Urban French Creole Housing,” Material Culture , 26, 3, 
(1994), 1-36. 

86 Philippe Oszuscik, “Passage of the Gallery and Other Caribbean Elements from the French and Spanish to the 
British in the United States,” P.A.S.T., 15 (1992), 1-14. 

87 

Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, office of Cultural website, see works cited. 

88 

Jay Edwards, Louisiana’s Remarkable French Vernacular Architecture: 1700-1900 (Baton Rouge The Fred B. 
Kniffen Cultural Resources Laboratory, LSU, 1986). 

89 Edwards, French Vernacular Architecture. 
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Fig.22. Alumni Hall, c. 1828. Fig. 23. Hayes Plantation, Chowan County, 

William Nichols Architect, 90 1813-1817. 

The Tidewater, or Coastal North Carolina influence, is also evident in the building plans and 
materials. Bayside can be compared with the Hayes Plantation (fig. 23) as both have a central 
hall plan and used materials such as sash windows, clapboards and other milled woodwork that 
was become increasingly popular 91 as people moved westward from the Carolinas to the Gulf 
Coast. Historically, the Dryer hotel can be compared with the Hayes Plantation for the cupola, 
common on Anglo American plantations. 

The Gulf Coast Cottage more than any of the above housing traditions is an amalgamation of 
late 19 th century folk traditions and a blending of high style architecture such as Greek Revival 
or Federal Period Influences. A similar folk house in the French or Gulf Coast tradition is 
illustrated in the Roderick McKenzie drawings of 1887. 92 Those illustrations show gable on hip 
roofs and the long line galleries that cross the front of the building. The raised wood frame on 
brick structure has a central stair hall that extends through to the rear door to provide air 
circulation through the middle of the house. 93 When comparing the stylistic folk influences 


90 Catherine W. Bishir with Photographer Tim Buchman, North Carolina Architecture (Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
for Historical Preservation Foundation of North Carolina Inc., 1990), 85. 

91 Oszuscik, Passage of the Gallery. 

92 Gould, 47. 

93 Gould, 52-53. 
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Bayside can be compared with the Bishop Portier House of Mobile, (fig. 24) as both one and a 
half story cottages feature a gallery, central hall plan, columns, refinements around the front 
doors, and an entablature. 94 



Fig. 24. Bishop Portier House, c. 1834. 


VII. Conclusion 

After researching the ownership and history of the building and adjacent property, Bayside 
Academy is linked historically and architecturally to the emergence and growth of Daphne as an 
Eastern Shore community. The building and property is a historic landmark due to its association 
with past events, persons, and movements. The building is also historically significant because of 
its blend of folk housing traditions and elements of high style architecture that despite being 
altered from its original form is still a rare surviving example of mid- 19 th century construction. 
Research shows that Bayside Academy was completed using the handbooks of Asher Benjamin 
and contains Federal Period influences. By illustrating several examples from Benjamin’s 
handbooks the Greek Revival influence is also evident in the building. Based on research and 
structural comparison of the summer beam and wooden peg construction of Alumni Hall, it can 


94 Gould, 47. 
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be determined that the Bayside building was completed in 1838, making it one of the oldest 
buildings in Baldwin County. Finally, the comparison of French and Anglo ethnicities and 
housing traditions shows a syncretism of French Creole Cottage, Plantation, and Tidewater 
features. It is through this assimilation of housing traditions that the Bayside Academy 
administration building is best identified as a fine example of a Gulf Coast Cottage. 
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